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PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONVERSIONISTS. 


We substitute this title for others previously used in our 
columns, in deference to correspondents, who are exceedingly 
anxious that the tone, as well as the character, of our National 
press, should exhibit the strongest possible contrast with that 
of the adversaries of Israel. Their magazine having _ lost 


temper,* (proving them wrong by their own test), so much the 


safer is our own equanimity; and although they have invented the | 


paradoxical invective of ** Infidel Bigot” for our special honour, 
—we shall drop even the superscription ‘* Humbug,” as the 
regular heading to our notices of their doings. ‘That index 
was expressive, even though not euphonious to ears polite ; 
but it can now be spared, thanks to the vauntings of the (so 
called) “ Jewish Intelligence,” and we will not stickle for a 
term, even though a recent leader in ‘* The Times” admits this 


to be “ the age of Humbug.”’” We are the more readily | 
disposed to drop the offensive characteristic, as hitherto applied | 
to the Conversion Society indiscriminately, because, although | 


every member is virtually responsible for the impiety and 
dishonesty which an absence of due supervision permits to be 
perpetrated by its instruments and by means of its funds, we are 
nevertheless assured, that many of its members and subscribers 
are plous and honest, though mistaken philanthropists, acting 
on the extraordinary notion, that their own salvation, as well as 
ours, is promoted by their contributions to the ‘“* London 
Society, &c !"—Now it is gratifying to know, that some hitherto 
misled “ Friends of Israel,” have been aroused to their moral 
responsibility for the real tendency of their support to this 
particular society : they have, as reasonable men, been unable to 
reconcile what is after all but speculatively good, with so much 
of postive evil as it has been our task to expose. | 
he experience of 1800 years, (during which not only the 
present, but every other scheme, has been repeatedly tried for 
the “ conversion” of the Jews,) has convinced dispassionate 
“nquirers, that—not without the agency of Messiah, can the 
‘cattered Jews and the ministering Gentiles be brought to a 
perfect concurrence as to their relative vocations.—We differ 
* m our Christian neighbours, in so far that they believe the 
essiah has. once already appeared; but they acknowledge 
mee - mission is as yet not completed, and that, even according 
ool tral reading, there must needs be another coming. Our 
of contained so reasonings and facts confirma- 
fruitlessness of the London Society's missions, that 
° not travel over the ground again. 


'lé a gratifying task to be able to record, with approbation, 


ev; 
Ba To the letter of Jacob headed, “* The Conversion Humbug,’’ in our 


last 
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the indications which are now and then afforded, that Christian 
love for Israel will, ere long, find a more legitimate and a more 
useful scope of operation than the fashionable, but hopeless, 
scheme for merging us in the masses of the Gentiles. There 
has recently been brought under our notice,—a liberal money 
donation from a Christian Lady to the Jewish poor, through 
their overseer in one of the city synagogues, The spirit which 
her note breathes is so every way commendable, that we 
venture to make an abstract of its contents, though we will 
not publish the writer’s name unpermitted. , 

“* Small as the sum is, (would it were £500) it is the product of volun- 
tary libour in marking and teaching Hebrew ; without which effort, any 
such expression of gratéful good will towards her best benefactors must 
have been indefiniicly postponed. But asthe New Testament teaches, 
‘If the Gentiles have been made partakers of their (the Jews’) spiritua!. 
things, their purty is to. minister unto them in carnal things. Their 


debtors they are, it hath pleased’—the writer therefore, to offer this 


humble coutribution.’’ 


This ministration of our Gentile sister is acceptable to us, 
even as that of Aligail was to David; and in his words we say, 
“be thou blessed.’ Let us hope, that those who would in 
future absolve themselves of obligation to their ** best benefac- 
tors,”’ will also make the recognised Jewish officers, stewards of 
their bounty. Thus would they win the blessing of His chosen 
priesthood and ** will have been blessed from the house of 
God ;” and not—by having ‘* watched for my halting, saying, 
peradventure he will be enticed,”—call down upon themselves a 
curse like that which Jeremiah pronounced. 

We understand that the Philo-Judwan Society, and many 
other Gentile Friends of Israel’ desire a ministration im 
carnal things alone, not professing to meddle with ** the hidden 
things which are the Lord our God's :"’—if they be honest in 
this, let them follow the example of the writer of the above 
letter. The appeals of the Philo-Judwan Socety do uot 
exaggerate the distress of our poor, and many of our charitable 
institutions languish for want of support ;—let but Gentile aid be 
superintended “ our own Overseers, and there will no longer be 
mistrust and ill feeling towards those now suspected of tam- 
pering with the ignorant and destitute, bribing them to hypo- 
critical professions in exchange for the pittance doled out to 
them ! 

We have accidentally learned, that a sum was recently offered 
to the teacher of one of our charity schools, in aid of its funds ; 
which offer the teacher hesitated to accept; probably trom 
some apprehended disposition of the donor to intermeddle with 
the scholars. We deem it right, therefore, to announce that 
—the Proprietor of the Voice of Jacob is willing to take charge 
of contributions in aid of any legitimate charitable object, 


undertaking to acknowledge their receipt in these columns, and 


to guarantee their appropriation to the purposes prescribed. 


| | 
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THE ENGLISH JEWS; THEIR PAST, PRESENT AND 
FUTURE POSITION. 


On looking ovef a volunié Of the “ Observer,” published 
by the late Richard Cumberlatd, in 1798, my attention was 
atrested by a letter, signed Abraham Abrahams, which details 
in very pathetic terms the persecutions to which he, in common 
with his brother Jews, was then subjected. Although there 
is, in his account, nothing more of intolerance than may be met 
with in many other narratives, still it contains much food for 
reflection. i am unconsciously led to a contemplation of the 
osition of our grandfathers in this country, fifty years since ; 
Scaee, bya bail, not uncommon to the ideas, I come to regard 
our own times, and hence again, imagination leads me into 
futurity. Abrahams tells us that, in his time, (for although 
the name is undoubtedly feigned, the account must still be 
true) he could not appear at a theatre without being insulted 
and reviled; that in some cases, the simple fact of his being a 
Jew was sufficient to exclude him from Christian society, nay, 
that in one particular instance, he was even expelled from a 
house because he mas a Jew. How disgusting are such details! 
how incompatible are the thoughts they give birth to, with the 
ideas with which, as Englishmen, we are wont to regard this 
country (emphatically called “* the land of the free”); a country 
on which the instant that even the contemned, degraded, (but 
still rational) black slave sets his foot, his fetters become 
loosened, and he may look up to heaven with that proud feeling 
of freedom, which had been denied him elsewhere. scarcely can 
conceive it possible that here, in tolerating England, a country 
unshackled by the trammels of bigotry, not halfa century has 
elapsed since English subjects, because they deemed it incum- 
bent on them to adhere to the faith of their ancestors, were 
obnoxious to scorn and oppression. I ask myself, can it 
be true? This is not priest-ridden Spain, the bloody Inquisi- 
tion reigns not here; this is not bigoted Italy ;—there, where 
the annals of our race are written with drops distilled from 
their hearts’ core, there we could have expected no better. Accus- 
tomed for long centuries to racks, tortures, confiscations and 
imprisonments, we could not be astonished at their still being 
levelled against us: but in England!—Were it not that a 
Christian writer himself vouches for the authenticity of the 
report, himself attests the truth of the accusations, I should 
imagine them to have been merely written a¢ England by one, 
who having groaned in Spain or Italy, dreaded on his arrival in 
this country that similar persecutions might await him. But 
as it is, 1 cannot refuse to place implicit reliance in the rela- 
tion, and to feel the disgust naturally resulting therefrom. 
While I do so, hweees, T cannot fail to contrast the treat- 
ment received by Jews half a century since, with that they 
now meet with from their Christian fellow countrymen. We are 
uow generally (for there are, unfortunately, still some sufficiently 
narrowminded and prejudiced, to adhere to the misconceptions 
concerning us, which have been transmitted to them by their 
ancestors) respected and well received; the name of a Jew is 
not, as it used to be, at all times and in all places, the signal for 
insult and accusation; we can consort with our neighbours 
without fear, in short, we can avail ourselves of all the advantages 
(save political emancipation, and even that may not be far distant) 
enjoyed by other inhabitants of this country. This happy 
change may be attributed to two causes; the first is the spread 
of education among our neighbours, and the second, which is a 
consequence of the first, is the gradual development of those 
virtues which have never failed to shine in the Jewish character, 
when it has been allowed to expand under the genial influence 
of our holy religion, unfettered by fear, and unrestrained by 
oppression and persecution. Education has been diffused, and 
the consequence is that correct impressions have been formed. 
The remote past has been penetrated; the civil, political and 
domestic relations of the Jew, when in his own land, have been 
examined, appreciated, and contrasted with the degrading 
qualities that the tyranny of modern times had engrafted on his 
natural parts. The Jew was said to be grasping, greedy of 
money, unscrupulous in his means of acquiring it; but was all this 
true? If attached to money, was it not because he knew that b 
italone could he rescue himself from the authority of laws, which 
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invention Was strained to enact against him, and from the lawles. 
tyranny of those, who had the strong arm of power tO Oppose 
to his unprotected helplessness : if he was, toa degree, grasping, 
at the utmost he was no more unscrupulous than were those 
with whom he came in contact. To cheat a Jew was con. 
sidered a praiseworthy act, to defraud a Jew of his dues, to burn 
his bonds and securities, and to invent crimes as an excuse for 
extortion, were honest and allowable (see the “* dnuglia Judaica’ 
passim); can it be wondered at, therefore, that thus goaded. 
(the worm will turn on the foot that crushes it,) the Jew should 
have retaliated? But the same persons, to whom he is said ty 
have returned ** measure for measure,” were his accusers, and 
saw not the “mote in their own eyes.” Yielding, however, 
as I said before, to the influence of sounder views on Jewish 
character, persecution has ceased, and the immediate conse. 
quence on the part of the Jew has been, the termination of his 
resistance. A Jew is now treated as a man; he shows himself 
to be one. He is allowed to cultivate his talents; he proves 
that he has them. The hand of friendship is extended towards 
him: he is not backward in demonstrating his fitness for the 
cultivation of those sacred feelings that friendship engenders. 
He mingles with those of other creeds in works of charity, his 
name stands high in the commercial world, and, were it not 
that some of the newspapers still appear to take a delight in 
parading the name of ‘“‘a Jew” on ‘every occasion which 
may serve to make a casual delinquency more notorious and 
apparent, we are certain, that on instituting a comparison, Jews 
will not be found to betray more vice than their neighbours: 
—the statistics of crime, as published, prvre éven the contrary. 
Thus we see, that while toleration has benefited our condition, 
it has not been without its effects on our character; what, 
therefore, may we not anticipate for the future? When expe- 
rience shall have shown even our enemies, that our good 
qualities are not mere assumptions, but that we really are what 
we profess to be,—brothers in heart to all mankind; when the 
spirit of the times shall show the injustice of the prejudices 
still somewhere existing against us, and the impolicy of excluding 
us as British born subjects from the rights of Britons, (political 
rights, which in some countries our Bicone exercise with so 
much credit and benefit), then we may expect perfect equaliza- 
tion with those around us. And that this time is not far distant, 
the experience of the past may fairly be adduced to prove. Ii 
in fifty years the change I have pointed out has ye place, 
I have surely a right to expect something more now that 
liberal ideas have satis diffused, and just opinions formed. 
Till that period arrives, let us continue steadily to pursue a 
line of conduct best calculated to promote its speedy advent, 
so that when it does come, we shall neither be unprepared to 
meet it, nor unfit to accept the privileges it will conter. : 


_ I subjoin the letter to which I allude, and which may prove 
interesting to some of your juvenile readers :— 


‘* Sir,—I am a man, who stick close to my business, and am 
married to a sober industrious woman, whom I should be glad 
now and then to treat with a play, which is the only public 
amusement she has ever expressed a wish to be indulged in; 
but I am really under such difficulties, that I dare not carry 
her thither, and at the same time do not like to discover my 
reasons for it, as I should be sorry to give her a dislike to the 
country she is in. 

‘** You must know, Sir, I am a Jew, and probably have that 
national cast of countenance, which a people so separate and 
unmixed may well be supposed to have: the consequence of 
this is, that I no sooner enter a playhouse than I find all eyes 
turned upon me; if this were the worst, I would strive to put 
as a face upon it as I could; but this is sure to be 
followed up with a thousand scurrilities, which I should blush 
s repeat, and which I cannot think of subjecting my wife to 

ear. 

“ As I should really take great pleasure in a good play, if | 
might be permitted to sit it out in peace, I have tried every 

art of the house, but the front boxes, where I observe such 4 


ine of bullies in the back, that even if I were a Christian | 
would not venture amongst them ; but I no sooner put my head 


| 

| 

| 
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into an obseure corner of the gallery, than some fellow or other | 


roars out to his comrades—Smoke the Jew !/—Smoke the cunning 
iittle Isaac !—Throw him over, says another, hand over the 
snoutch '—Out with Shylock, cries a third, out with the pound 


furth—and so on through the whole gallery, till I am forced to 
retire out of the theatre, amongst hootings and hissings, with a 
shower of rotten apples and chewed oranges vollied at my head, 


when all the offence I have given is an humble offer to be a_ 


peaceful spectator, jointly with them, of the same common 
amusement, 

“] hope I shall not incur your displeasure if I venture to say 
‘his is not very manly treatment ina great and generous people, 
which I always took the English to be; I have lodged my 
property, which is not inconsiderable, in this country, and 
having no eagpoas. Hyg Ra on this earth, which I could call my 
own, | have made England my choice, thinking it the safest 
asvlum that a wanderer and an alien could fly to; I hope I 
have not been mistaken in my opinion of it; It has frequently 
fallen in my way to shew some kindness to your countrymen in 


foreign parts, and some are yet living, who, if they would speak 


the truth, must confess that their best friend in life is a Jew: 
But of these things I scorn to boast ; however, Sir, I must own 
it gave me some pain the other night to find myself very 
roughly handled by a seafaring fellow, whom- I remembered 


urgent. 


| matured and put in operation. 
rejoice to announce, that Sir Moses Montefiore has resolved to 
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consuls of Russia and Great Britain; and, thanks to the pro- 
tection of those. functionaries, the 5 a was afforded for 
disabusing the minds of the misguided men, and they were 


permitted to withdraw from the Missionary establishments. 
of man’s flesh—Buckles and buttons! Spectacles / bawl\s out 


A penance was enjoined on them by the synagogue, for even 
permitting themselves to be tampered with; and a general 
interdict is said to have been issued by the Rabbis, forbidding 


all further intercourse with the missionaries, whether spiritual 


or medical. 


We are informed, that the apprehensions of the people had, 
even previously to the interdict, withheld them from resorting 
to the Missionary dispensary for medical aid; and we have 
seen the account of at least one life lost for want of professional 
treatment. In these circumstances, (with probably six or 
seven thousand Jewish souls without means of obtaining at- 
tendance or remedies in case of sickness or accident,) the 
necessity for a Jewish hospital at Jerusalem becomes painfully 
We have just received a communication from Dr. 
Philippson,—the projector of the plans for such an establish- 
ment, published in our No. 32.—He writes cheeringly con- 
cerning the support of his own correspondents ; but a consider- 
able time must necessarily elapse before the scheme can be 
In this critical emergency, we 


establish a Jewish dispensary in Jerusalem at his own private 


well enough in a most piteous condition at Algiers, where [| cost, for three years; long ere the expiration of which term, 
had the good will to relieve him and set him at liberty with my | 
own money: I hope he did not recollect me; I say I hope not | 
for the honor of human nature, but I am much afraid he | 
did: This I am sure would be called ingratitude even in a_ 


heathen. 

‘“ Tobserve with much concern that your great writers of plays 
take delight in hanging us out to public ridicule and contempt 
on all occasions: If ever they are in search of a rogue, an 
usurer, ora buffoon, they are sure to make a Jew serve the 
turn: I verily believe the odious character of Shylock has 
brought little less persecution upon us poor scattered sons of 
Abraham, than the Inquisition itself. As I am interested to 
know if this bloody-thirsty villain really existed in nature, and 


it is hoped that a complete hospital will be in successful 
operation. Even before tbis will be in the hands of our 
readers, a young Prussian physician, Dr. S. Frankel, en- 
gaged by Sir Moses for the purpose, will be en route to 
Jerusalem, carrying with him the necessary stock for the 
immediate opening of a dispensary in the: holy city, to 


be made available, not only to the Jews, but to all that suffer 


have no means to satisfy my ¢uriosity but your favour, I take — 


the liberty humbly to request that you will tell me how the case 
truly stands, and whether we must of necessity own this Shylock; 
also I should be glad to know of which tribe this fellow was, 


for if such a monster did exist, I have strong suspicion he will 


turn out a Samaritan, 
your great learning knows all these things correctly, I shall wait 
your answer with the most anxious impatience; and pray be 
particular as to the tribe of Judah, for if nothing less than half 
my fortune could oust him there, I would pay it down to be rid 
of such a rascal. 

_“ Your compliance with the above will be the greatest obliga- 
on you can confer upon. 

Sir, 
Your most devoted humble servant, 
ABRAHAM ABRAHAMS.” 


«*» Cumberland, in noticing this letter, traces the original 
of Shylock to be Zadok, the physician to Pope Clement the 
Sth, on the authority of a novel published in 1594; but 

[sraeli, in his “ Curiosities of Literature,” Elton and others, 

duce evidence to prove that the original of Shylock was not 
a Jew at all ! 
_ Sonate investigator could for a moment attribute the horrible 
“Ppetite of Shylock to any one professing the Jewish religion, 
in other words, the religion of the Bible.—Eb. 


THE HOLY LAND. 
(Establishment of a Jewish Dispensary there.) 


great ferment exists among our- brethren in Jerusalem, 

Casioned by the uses to which it has been sought to turn the 
projects of the Conversion Three poor 
eg from Russian Poland, located in Jerusalem, were 
thee to be sent away from the city in order to be baptised ; 


ir frantic wives an families were obliged to appeal to the 


As I cannot doubt but a gentleman of 


It was Antonio who was the Jew!—No dispas-. 


and shall apply for aid, be they Protestant or Roman Catholic, © 
Greek, Maronite, Druse or Mahommedan. For charity so 
munificent, for a philanthropy so opportune and so extended, 
we want words to express our admiration ;—be it observed, 
that this act is accomplished by this true Jew on the very eve 
of his probable departure for St. Petersburgh, to aid in 
ameliorating the condition of two millions and a half of our 
brethren; and even before the Anglo-Jewish testimonial, in 
recognition of his services in the Eastern mission, has been 
formally presented ! 

Shall such examples be lost on us, his brethren in faith, his 
countrymen by birth? We cannot all keep pace with this 
princely devotion to the cause of God nd of His. suffering 
creatures, but we can at least shew ourselves capable of appre- 
ciating the claims of our kindred, thus made manifest, and of 
following, however humbly, such an example for ‘* seeking 
the peace of Jerusalem.’’ For though we personally are not 
prepared, and the time has not yet come for the accomplish- 
ment of all that is promised for that land of hallowed memories, 
it is still ovr land, of which He has said,—*‘‘ the poor shall not 


| cease from the midst of it’ :—the poor, whom we are charged 


to relieve ‘“* according to his necessities in that which he 
lacketh.” 

Perhaps the greatest need in the Holy land, at the present time, 
is a permanent and systematic medical superintendence. The 
people there, want arousing from a state of or to the duties 
of useful exertion.—Medical men especially, have, from the pe- 
culiarities of those districts, (we cannot now dilate on them, ) 
opportunities for usefulness, and consequently, an extraordinary 
influence. No man who wishes to elevate the Jewish character, 
can be indifferent to Palestine, on which recent events have 
fixed the attention of the whole civilized world. We invite 
the immediate announcement of contributions to the Jewish 
Hospital at Jerusalem, on the conditions explamed in No. 
32.—Where names and amounts are stated, the bene is not 
needful until a Treasurer and Banker have been formally 
appointed: of anonymous donations, however, A/r. J. 4. 
Franklin is willing to take charge, and to acknowledge the 
receipt in these columns. The following have been received 
since our last publication. . 
Friend to Charity.”—Per Mr. J. A. Franklin. 

—Office of the Vowe of Jacab 
Mrs. Myers, Per do. do. 
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MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Association for the Promotion of Jewish Literature.—Of the 
publications ordered by this association, there have alread 
arrived, the pn on> for the year 5601, (1841), together wit 
}}®¥ "mp for the same year, rc the first numbers of the Zeitung 
des Judenthums for the current year. The first named work 
contains 259 closely printed pages, devoted to fourteen articles, 
(as usual, in the epistolary form,) treating various subjects, 
all connected with Jewish literature. Upon the whole, this 
volume appears to offer less variety than the preceding ones ; 
the subjects treated scem also to be of less interest. How- 


ever, the extracts from a correspondence between Zunz, Luz-— 
zato, and Reggio, on R. Elieser 5pm (author cf many of our | 


Peyutim) will be read by the student of Jewish history with 
that attention which these literati so justly command. The 
fD¥ "mp, a small volume of fifty-two pages, deserves particular 
notice, from the place as well as the objects of its publication. 


It appears at Vilna ; a city said to contain not less than 60,000 | 


Jewish inhabitants, and, therefore, fairly to be regarded as the 
head quarters of Judaism in the north-east of Europe. Its 
end, so far as we can gather it from the pages before us, ap- 
pears to be the same as that of the HOND—Vviz. to awaken the 
slumbering energies of its readers in general, (the Polish Jews) 
and to call their attention to subjects not hitherto within the 
range of their education. Hence, we find subjects occasionally 
treated which are but loosely connected with Judaism. The 
undertaking, certainly very meritorious, may therefore be re- 
garded as a glimmer of that dawn which is now appearing m 
the intellectual horizon of millions of our brethren, still galled 
by the shackles of ignorance and its concomitant prejudices. 
It is made up of poetical and prosaic pieces, written in a fluent 
and sometimes elegant Hebrew style. This latter property is 
varticularly distinguishable in the article entitled “ Elijah upon 
Mount Carmel.” 

The Ball in aid of the Jewish Blind.—We are gratified to 
hear, that this interesting reunion is to eclipse even the last 
anniversary; and that any who might hesitate to incur hazard 
to their grade in the beau monde, by attendance at a public 
ball, will be set at ease by the presence, on this occasion, of 
several families who rank highest among us, and whose mem- 
bers will, on that evening, find their richest treat in the conscious- 
‘ ness—that their own interest in this admirable charity has 


secured the support of numerous others. For further informa- 
tion, vide Advertisement. 


Seasonable' Benevolence.-—There was an expression under 
this head, in our last, which requires modification. When soup 
is supplied to the children of the charity schools, the halfpenny 
paid by each, does not ‘* cover the intrinsic cost of the meal,” 
exclusive of cooking, attendance, &c. | 


OBITUARY.—On Friday morning last, 27th Jan. died Levi 
Salomons, E'sq., of Crosby Square ; aged 68 years. He was a 
distinguished member of the synagogue in Great St. Helen's; 
residing almost next door to it. He was one its principal 
wardens, and also one of its representatives at the Board of 
Deputies, up to the period of his death. He was an unob- 
trusive man, but very much respected by those who knew him, 
especially for his unaffected piety, and his strictness of adher- 
ence to religious requirements. He generally rose for private 
devotion, at 6 in the morning, and afterwards attended syna- 
gogue. He was likewise present every day at afternoon service ; 
and during the season of the Omer, he was rarely absent from 
all three of the daily services. His study of the sacred writings 
and of our national literature, was continued till the latest 
moment of his existence ; he has bequeathed several Sepharim 
to his own synagogue. His only surviving children are two 
sons, Messrs. David and Philip Salomons, (the former is the 
ex-Sheriff:) he has, however, left numerous grand-children. His 
property was considerable ; it ~ perhaps be indelicate thus 
early to give particulars of the will, suffice it therefore, until our 
next number, to say, that his bequests to religious and charitable 
objects are exceedingly liberal; to his own synagogue in par- 
ticular they are most munificent. 
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| Onthe 20th January, died Yr. D. Garcia, azed 76; for a lon 
‘course of years, the much respected medical office to the 
of the Sphardim congregation. 
filled u 
Mr. 


g 


or 
The vacancy has not yet been 


, but the services of Messrs. Van Oven and Lindo, and 
Meldola, have been accepted provisionally. 


| FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


| America.—We are favored with an interesting communica. 
tion from the Fer. Isaac Leeser of Philadelphia. He gives ys 
information concerning the prospects of his projected periodical. 
its character is similar to our own, and it is intended to appear 
at like intervals. He expects to publish the first number nex: 
Passover. We are absolutely ashamed to contrast the number 
of subscribers, which he reports already obtained, from among 
the scattered synagogues of America, with the comparatively 
few names on our own subscription list. Our Rey. correspon. 
dent says, in reply to some observations of our own :— 

| ‘It would be a highly pleasing task to unite in a closer 
bond than there now exists, the Jews of the East and West: 
and that at least among us might be fulfilled :—* sy ween myo 


ow wrap. I know that my power is weak indeed; byt 
the humblest instrument may be blessed in the hands of the 
Mighty One, whose we are, and who blesses those who ask his 
blessing.” | 

Austria.—* On Baron Solomon Rothschild has recently 
been conferred a very rare distinction. The town council at 
Vienna has sent him the diploma of an honorary citizen, in 
consideration for his merits in regard to the empire specially, 
and also in acknowledgement of his endeavours for the general 
welfare. Baron Rothschild is, for his uncommon and unostenta- 
tiously exercised charity, generally esteemed and beloved, and 
the granting of this distinction gives much satisfaction; the 
more so, because a short time since similar diplomas were pre- 
sented, on the part of the town, to two of the highest dignitaries 
of the empire, Counts Collowrat and Llardegg.”—F¥rom the 
Hamburger Correspondent. 

[Had we not been aware that there have long existed Jewish 
nobles of the Austrian empire, who, if desirous of possessing 
an inch of land, must hold it in the names of their Christian 
menials, we might perhaps have drawn favorable inferences 
from this occurrence. However, the very difficulty of the . 
matter, makes it the more honorable to the gentleman con- 
cerned.—Ep. | 
— Russian Jews.—The Zeitung des Judenthums now also 
observes upon the contradictory reports concerning the conduct 
of Prince Paskewicz, governor of the kingdom of Poland, to- 
wards the Jews; asubjectalready alluded to in a former number. 
Our contemporary says “ since private letters confirm the 
intelligence given by public prints, we cannot any longer doubt 
the issue of certain decrees, shaking the welfare of the Jews 
to the foundation; we therefore feel ourselves obliged to 
speak out. In the first place, an order has been issued, 1n 
virtue of which the Jews are prohibited from living in Christian 
streets, (probably streets without the Jewry.) This order is to 
be enforced without regard to existing circumstances, even with 
respect to those who have been living in Christian streets by 
permission poreeeey granted. Secondly; Jews are declared 
specially subject to military conscription from their 12th year 
of age /+ without any claim soever to advancement from the 
ranks. ‘The consternation which this last decree is said to have 
spread among the Jews, is indescribable. According to letters 
from Posen, hundreds of individuals, children, women, and 
men fregee latter probably accompanying their children) have 
eluded the execution of so inhuman a law, by flight over the 
frontier.” Our contemporary then goes on to protest strongly 
against an ordinance, which exposes weak children, when 
most requiring the careful superintendence of parents, and when 
they ought to be trained to pursue some trade by which 


* “From whence the sun riseth, unto where it setteth, let the name o! 
the Lord be praised.”’— Psal. 


t+ We understand that other Russian subjects are not liable to the con- 
scription before the age of 18; and that the service exacted includes the 


| prime of life.—Since the text was in type, we have received information, 


warranting a hope that the operation of this cruel ukase has been, at least 
for a time, suspended. 


| 

| 

| " 

| 

| | 

| | 

| 

| 
| 

| 
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they might support themselves in after life, to be torn from their 
guardians, and submitted to the severity of a discipline to 
which most of them must fall an untimely sacrifice. Our 
contemporary further urges, that the best intentions of the 
Russian government towards its Jewish subjects would be 
frustrated by the enforcement of such a decree; and he is 
consoled by the conviction that neither his Imperial Majesty, 
jor the hero of Erivan, can persevere in so adverse and cruel 
a policy. 

The congregation of Odessa has written to Sir Moses 
Montefiore, and to M. Cremieux, requesting them to accept 


in order to attend the consultations which are to take place 
there concerning the Jews. [Vide a notice of the Board of 
Deputies, in No. 30. , 

c is pretty generally understood, that Sir Moses Montefiore, 
with that devotion to the interests of his people for which he 
is already so distinguished, has shewn his readiness to accept 
the invitation; and even to brave the difficulties of a Russian 
winter, so soon as he shall be adequately satisfied that his 
‘esence would promote the welfare of the 24 millions of our 
[oleae under the Russian sway.—Eb. | | 


The Posen congregation bewails the death of a philanthropist, 
who, though of Christian birth, bestowed his benefits with a not 
less liberal hand on the Jews who needed it. This philan- 
thropist was Baron Krottwitz: though very rich, he lived in 
a very simple style, and wherever there was any good to be 
performed, his aid was never absent; he was a particular 
friend to hospitals and orphan asylums. When, some years 
ago, the Israelites of Posen tried to found an orphan asylum, 
_ but were unable to raise the necessary funds, he made a dona- 
tion of 36,000 fl., and moreover supported the institution 
during his whole life, in a very liberal manner. In commemo- 
ration of this noble hearted man, the congregation has deter- 
mined to place his portrait in the principal room of the Orphan 
establishment ; to perform during thirty days, a mourning service 
according to a form prepared by the Chief Rabbi; and lastly, to 
observe the anniversary of his death as a day of mourning 
through future years. | | 

Bavaria.—In consequence of new regulations, Jewish 
pen: are sent to one and the same places of confinement at 

ichtenau :—the number of the males amounts at present to 
ten. The Rabbi of the neighbouring congregation of Anspach, 
Herr Griinbaum, recently offered to instruct these untortu- 
nates gratuitously, and his offer was accepted by government. 
he worthy minister instructs and prays with them frequently, 
delivering also a lecture every month. [is efforts are attended 
with success, and not unfrequently do tears of emotion flow from 
their eyes. It is at his solicitation also, that a proper place has 
been assigned to them for their daily prayers, and that due time 
is allowed for their devotions. On holy-days they are exempt 
from labour. 

_ Wurtemburgh—Our attention is again attracted to the 
liberal policy of this government towards the Jews. The 
Regierungs Blatt (government paper) publishes an account of 
the synagogue funds for the year 1840-41. We extract from it 
two items, characteristic both of the manner in which the 
has are supported, and also expended; 3000 fl. are a con- 
tribution by the Staats Haupt-Kasse, (state exchequer)—and 
fl, were expended in the support of pupils, in schoolmaster- 
‘seminaries, and in Rabbinical schools. 


Education.—Amidst the gloom which characterizes the policy 


most of the German governments towards the Jews, there 
gleams forth one bright spot, even as a star in the darkness of 
night, upon which it is c eering to gaze :—such is the care 
manifested by these governments for the education of the Jews. 
© have but recently alluded to this, in reporting the new 
Fen stons of Hanover. We recognize similar and still better 
ee measures, in those adopted by the government of 
assau. king at the indifference, and even the unfriendly 


disposition, evinced by some of these governments towards our 
Co-religionists, we are naturally led to the conclusion, that 
they step out from their usual line of policy, it is not 


when 
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done without the solicitation and concurrence of the Jews 
themselves. That such is really the case, we have more than 
one evidence to corroborate: the desire for improvement, de- 
spite their numerous privations, does them great credit, and 
contrasts strongly with the indifference as yet evinced by the 
mass of our brethren in Great Britain, (we willingly admit 
numerous exceptions) toward the advantages of education.— 
Are there no means to render the mass more alive to these 
essentials ?—Some of our readers have doubtless reflected on 
this all-important subject; we invite them to communicate the 


result of their reflections: meanwhile, we call attention once 
the invitation of the Russian ministry, and to go to Petersburg 


more to the system pursued by the Sphardim congregation, 


and which obliges its poor to send their children to school,— 


Vide the letter ‘“‘ on the discipline of our charity schools,” in 
our No. 35. Why do not other synagogues imitate this ex- 
ample ? 

Miscellanea, (From the German Papers).—An association 
has been formed at esth (in Hungary) for the promotion of 
handicraft and agriculture among the Jews. It numbers 
already 500 members, each contributing two florins annually, 
(about four shillings). It has been determined, that in case 
the mechanics of Pesth should refuse to receive Jewish appren- 
tices, the boys should either be sent to foreign cities in order 
to learn trades, or else foreign workmen should be invited to 
Pesth, in order to teach them, Dr. Lilienthal, the 
champion of Jewish improvement in Russia, has resigned his 
post of lecturer at Riga, in order the better to devote himself 
to his meritorious but arduous mission. He is said to be 
scarcely more than 28 years of age.——There has recently died 
at Beyrout, a Jew named Osmund, the intimate friend of two 
of the greatest luminaries of German literature, Jean Paul and 
Herder. ‘He had, by many years, survived these friends; the 
former of whom, indeed, expired in his arms. Osmund was a 
man of deep feeliag and profound sagacity, and, at the same 
time, a very religious and moral man. In him, such a friendship 
as that of Mendelssohn and Lessing was once more revived, 
and another proof furnished, that Jew and Christian may 
ardently esteem and tenderly love each other, still remaining, the 
one a pious Jew, the other a zealous Christian ; for such, as a pro- 
found theologian and an active clergyman, Herder actually was. 
The emigration of the Jews from Bavaria, particularly from 
Franconia to America, continues. ‘Those who remain are con- 
stantly persecuted with still more oppressive burthens. Despite 
of all this, however, there still remain some congregations 
which, in a religious point of view, are happily circumstanced ; 
for they possess the ‘advantages of honest minded, active 
ministers, who evince untiring zeal in their conduct of all 
Jewish affairs. | 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION Hy. 
EXODUS XXV* 


The principal event recorded in this section is the building 
of the sanctuary, which is undertaken in consequence of God's 
command; ‘ And they shall build me a sanctuary that I may 
dwell among them.” Nothing could be more grateful to the 
feelings of the children of Israel, than this intimation by the 
Almighty, that he would vouchsafe his immediate presence 
to them; and we accordingly find a degree of eagerness on the 
part of our ancestors to obey this injunction, proportionate to 
the satisfaction they derived from it. All flocked with their 
offerings to the foundation of an organized religious establish- 
ment; so much so indeed, that Moses was at last compelled to 
bid them desist. We learn from this event, two important 
lessons; one, is the necessity of a regular religious establish- 
ment, the other, the necessity of mppoting it. 

Nothing can be more beneficial to society at large than a 
central point of union and interest, one towards which all men, 
however dissimilar their views or pursuits, may turn with a 

* Another dissertation, by Juvenis, is received with thanks: it arrived 
too late, or it should have been published. We invite, for the future, 
short dissertations on the alternate portions of the Pentateuch, to be sent 
in at least eight days before publication. We will publish the best that 
reaches us; and hope that the opportunity of being useful will induce 


many to make the essay. The names of the writers should be communi- 
cated to us, at least confidentially.—Ep. 
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common accord, and regard alike with reverence and respect, 
And no object is more calculated for this end than a religious 
establishment; for, although members of the same faith may, 
from habit, education or association, regard worldly affairs 
differently from each other, there can be but one opinion as to 
the propriety of worshipping God in the manner He has been 
leased to prescribe for us; and, as a consequence, there can 
be but one feeling with regard to an institution wherein such 
worship is cultivated and exercised in purity and sincerity. 
Hence arises the importance of having such an establishment, 
worthy of the end for which it was founded,-—that is, of having 
it properly conducted. But how is this to be effected ?—By 
selecting for the superintendence of the sanctuary or synagogue, 
(for the name is of the less import, so that the place be bead 
a wp), such men as, from their piety, learning and ex- 
perience, are best qualified to lead their flock in the right path, 
to ensure respect for themselves by their observance of the 
precepts they inculcate on others, and to command from those 
of other creeds an acknowledgment, that our system of religion 
and morality, though different from theirs, is still eminently 
calculated to produce virtue and piety. A properly conducted 
religious establishment, therefore, is highly to be desired; 
inasmuch as it not only conduces to the well-being of society 
internally, but to its respectability externally; it constitutes 
happiness and unanimity within, and procures esteem and con- 
fidence without. It is manifest, however, that so desirable an 
institution is not to be maintained without means, and as we 
are precluded in this country from procuring these by any 
other than voluntary offerings, so should our contributions be 
proportionate to the benefits conferred. Our ancestors, con- 
scious of the truth of this position, set us an example which we 
cannot be too zealous in following. We should do so, how- 
ever, unostentatiously and without affectation; for true charity 
delights not to blazon its deeds. Our offerings, while they are 
compatible with our means, should be made with the sole view 
of benefiting the institution, not that of gaining the applause of 
our neighbours ; we should seek to ensure the approbation of 
Heaven rather than the favor of man. Let our houses of prayer 
be a model which all .may copy with advantage; and then 
shall we show ourselves mindful of the glorious promises, which 
our Father made to His first born Israel, referring to the time 
when our unworthiness should leave us without a sanctuary.— 
* Yet 1 will be to them a little sanctuary,’—and “ In every 
place wherein I shall cause my name to be remembered, I will 
come unto thee and bless thee.”’ A. 


THE CHAMBER OF THE DYING. 
By Grace AGUILAR. 


*Tis holy, when the morning peeps 

pang thro’ shadowy night, 

When Nature, gems of beauty weeps, 

And the bright world so gently sleeps, 
Hushed in its pomp and might. 


’Tis holy, in that hour of eve, 
When twilight’s robe is spread, 
When thought may solemn visions weave, 
And care and pain and sorrow leave, 
Till all but peace hath fled. 


-*Tis holy, when the glistening rays 
Of many a silent star 
Gleam on the sad and yearning gaze, 
That up to Heaven its prayer would raise, 
And send its dream afar. 


Tis holy, when the choral song 

Filis with deep tones the air, 
When, awed and hushed, the gathering throng, 
Still, in the spirit’s depth prolong, 

The mighty voice of prayer. 


’Tis holy, when loud thunders roar, 
And light’ning flashes round, 

When ocean breaks upon the shore 

And heavy clouds the Heav’ns rush o’er, 
And winds send forth deep sound. 


But holier e’en than these, the shrine, 
Where low’the lov'd is lying, 

Where glimmerings of a love divine, 

Thro’ pain and sorrow softly shine, 
The Chamber of the Dying. 


There :—God is there. He calls His own, 
In voice so gently mild, 
A few brief hours, and to His throne, 
Where saints and angels dwell alone, 
He calls His favor’d child. 


‘Tis on an angel that we gaze, 
A resident of Heaven, 
Shrouded awhile, in misty haze, 
As morning veils her glowing rays, 
Ere Night afar is driven. 


‘Tis holy !—holy thus to rest, 

Beside a spirit flying, 
Tho’ anguish fill the watchers’ breast, 
Yet e’en to them,—’ tis holiest, 

The Chamber of the Dying! 


REVIEW. 


Position of the Jews.—A Sermon by Henry Hawkes, B. A. 
¥F.L.S.— Green, Newgate Street. One Shilling. 


The introduction, explains that this sermon was addressed 
to a congregation of Christians at Portsmouth, on the occasion 
of the death of the 22er. Dr. Sol. Hirschel. The notice which 
it was our melancholy task to furnish of the last moments ot 
the venerable Rabbi, explained the absence of a 7597 (includ- 
ing of course a funeral sermon) in the ordinary course, by any 
of our own ministry, in deference to his special request to 
that effect. This characteristic mark of the humility which 
distinguished his whole career, could have no reference to the 
pastor of another creed; and Mr. Hawkes has made that use 
of the affecting event, which indicates alertness to draw a 
lesson from incidents of the passing time, and zeal to promote 
human happiness by exhorting men to be just towards each 
other. The text chosen by the Rev. gentleman was from 
2nd Samuel ni. 38. ‘* Know ye not that a great man has fallen 
this day in Israel?” The discourse traces the hand of God in 
the history of our people through all times, and extols the 
constancy with which we have resisted the attempts to with- 
draw us from the path prescribed. It then expatiates on the 
obligations of others towards Israel, declaring that— 

‘“‘Ifthere be one great mass of God’s creatures pre-eminently indebted 
to this Chosen People, it isthe Christians. I have not to te!l you, my 
Christian friends, what salvation has come fromthe Jews. Had it not 
been for the Jews, we had never been Christians. And can you be in- 
different to the Medium of this unspeakable gift? Associating with the 
children, will you forget what their fathers have done for us? Have you 
forgotten who were Jews? Not one book in the Bible but was written by 
a Jew. Did men (some called themselves Christians), could they have 
known this, when they so cruelly persecuted the Jews? ° ° ° 

‘Call to mind what they have suffered from the hands of Christians,— 
what wrongs, what violence, what contempt, what cruel mockings and 


despoiling, what exclusion from generous relationships in social life, in 


civilinfluence. Do Christians owe them no reparation for all this ? 


‘* Repair this: restore to them what you have taken from them: make 
amends for the unfair position in which you have placed them. ‘Not only 
condemn your own past barbarity towards them, not only acknowledge 
the incalculable debt of gratitnde you owe them, but welcome them back 
as brothers, that em have driven from home. Cherish them in love; show 
your reverence for the faithfulness with which they have clung to the 


sg of their God, notwithstanding all you have done to force them 
rom it. 

“Many are gone, to whom you can make no reparation: your God wil! 
reward them. Their children are still with you: these you can bless. 
Know ye not that there is a great man fallen in Israel? Who shall say, 
how often his heart bled for the sufferings of his people? And will yon 

* 


not comfort those that mourn him ?’’ . 

The eloquent preacher then sketches the character of our 
lamented Spiritual Chief, using frequently the precise expres- 
sions employed in our own memoir of him (in No. 33.) and 
says— 

‘I wonder what it was that disqualified him for any civil or religious 
privilege enjoyed in the land of his birthand death.” * * 

The conclusion, is an earnest appeal for the admission of the 
brethren of such a man, to all the rights of English citizens. 
We close this notice with our humble tribute of respect, for the 
pious and philanthropic spirit in which this Christian pastor 
renner the obligations of the Gentiles towards Israel, and 
withholds all encouragement to those mistaken and presump- 
tuous meddlers, who think to minister to our welfare by buying 
the birthright of stragglers from our camp. 
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OUR LETTER-BOX. 


BR. E. writes us, from Upper Bedford-place, on the subject of 
the recently published translation of “* Kighteen Treatises from 
the Mishna ;” reviewed on page 94, (vide No. 37). He com- 
plains, that the Rev. D. A. De Sola, the Rev. M. J. Raphall, 
1 the Editor of the “* Voice of Jacob,” have thought proper 
some severe strictures on his character, as writer of 
the preface to that publication. He goes on to say :— 

“T have already admitted, (as may be seen on reference to 

, jetter signed Z, in the Times of the 3rd of January,) that the 
advertisement complained of connects the ‘Translators with the 
publication, but that such was never intended I most solemnly 
aver, My attention was not called to the subject until the 
evening of Wednesday, 28th December ; and on the following 
morning, with the intention of removing the erroneous impres- 
sion, I directed the printers ofthe work, Messrs. J. Wertheimer 
& Co. to send the following note to all the ig 2 in which the 
advertisement had appeared.* This note being deemed a 
chargeable advertisement was not inserted; but that it was 
josted on Thursday morning, many hours before Messrs. 
Vertheimer or myself knew that Messrs. De Sola and Raphall 
had put forth their ‘ formal disclaimer in the Zémes,’ proof 
incontestible can be given. I, myself, knew not of the adver- 
tisement until Thursday evening * * * *.,"’ 

Here follows an appeal to ourselves; we have no objection to 
reply—that we did not detect anything offensive or delusive in 
the original advertisement. We willever go further, and express 
our unreserved belief, that however B. E. has erred in practice, 
there has not been found any evidence of design on his part, 
to represent the Rev. Translators as responsible for more than 
they would have been willing to admit as their own act. | 

B. E. says, that ‘* no sane man, wishing to foist on the public 
.4 spurious preface, would have acted as I have done; and, had 
I not apprehended a possible imputation ‘of vanity, the preface 
would have borne my or. It is complained that ‘ the 
preface is so written as to be.ascribable to the Translators them- 
selves :'} nothing can be more manifestly ‘ erroneous,’ for in the 
note appended to the preface, is an explanation offered fo, and 
which never could have come from, the Translators; let it also 
be borne in mind, that the preface is dated three years since 
the translation was completed by the Rev. Gentlemen.” 

B. E. then disclaims intentional discourtesy to the Trans- 
lators; assumes, from the temper shewn, that their revision 
and superintendence through the press would have been unat- 
tainable ; and argues, that nothing but typographical corrections 
could be supposed necessary, because the ‘Translator’s version 
of their original contract shows, that they contemplated a printing 
and publishing, and because both of the Rev. gentlemen have, 
in other publications, repeatedly styled themselves ‘ Trans- 
lators of the Mishna,” so evidencing their confidence that the 
work was likely to add to their literary reputation. B. E. 
further claims to have sent each gentleman, in March last, a 
copy of a pamphlet entitled “‘ Rejected Letters ;” wherein, in 
allusion to this translation, there appeared the following ex- 
pression: “* Let us hope that the MS will soon appear in 
rant kc.” and he contends, that if they wished to revise the 

IS, then was their time to apply to the possessors of it. 

. We have been compélled to epitomize B. E.’s elaborated 
fence, for the same reasons that the letter of Messrs. De Sola 

and Raphall, to which B. E. replies, was condensed,—want of 

room. We are conscious of having meted out equal justice to 

both parties; and must remind them, once more, that any 

further discussion of this, their “ private affair,” can only be 
itted in our advertising columns. 

e above are the most copious extracts for which we can afford 
room, although B. E.’s letter extends to nearly six folio pages. 
His exposition of his own religious views, and his imputations 
upon the character of others, are not suitable addenda to be 
fastened upon an impartial review of his publication, No com- 
mand of space would induce us to permit the Anglo-Jewish 


an 
to make 


One paragraph of the note contains its gist.—* We are requested (to 
Lanes misapprehension in some quarters,) to state, that the Translators 
wise concerned with the publication.” 
¢ know that it was ascribed to them by cursory readers.—Ep. 
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Press to be made an arena for personal conflicts; and it is 
because we are sincére in the desire *‘ not unnecessarily to 
widen the breach” which separates his friends from the main 
body of Israel, that we do not facilitate his publication of ex- 
pressions, which might exhibit a rather more rapid develope- 


ment of the consequences of religious secession or dissent, than 
they would be prepared for. 


I. Braham, Bristol, writes, on the duties of the present emer- 
gency, much that is in accordance with the views we have 
previously propounded, (Vide No. 16.) We would venture 
to advise that the representative of the Bristol congregation, -at 
the approaching meeting of Jewish delegates, should be in- 
structed to propose Mr. Braham’s plan, together with estimates 
of expense, and suggestions for raising the funds. 


The future Chief Rabli.i—We are indebted to Mr. E. J. 
Mozley, senior warden at Liverpool, for the draft of a circular 
sent by him to the other provincial synagogues ; announcing 
the appointment of a delegate by his own congregation, and 
offering some valuable suggestions to others, with a view to 
promote that unity of action, which is so essential at the 
present juncture, 

The following is the only unfavorable report which has 
reached us. The writer gives us his name, undertakes to sub- 
stantiate his charges, and refuses further to modify or withdraw 
any of then. He declines also to act upon our suggestion of 
other modes of bringing the matter under the notice of the 
parties concerned:—his appeal to ourselves is so couched, 
that we cannot assume the responsibility of stippressing his 
letter ; but we have already intimated, in the proper quarter, 
a willingness to open our columns to any disproof of these 
charges. 


To the Members of the Western Synaqgoque. 
Gentlemen,—A meeting of the committee of our synagogue was 
lately convened to consider the following resolutions, (submitted 
by the vestry of the Great Synagogue, Duke's Place,) for the 
approval of all congregations in the empire.—‘S That it is 
highly. important and expedient, that the vacant office of Chiet 
Rabbi should be filled up at as early a period as may be 


possible.—That it would greatly contribute to the upholding 


of the Jewish religion in its purity, diffusing a more correct 
knowledge of its precepts, and to the general harmony and 
well being of the community, if a Chief Rabbi should be duly 
authorised as the spiritual guide and director of all the Jews 
in the empire.”—These resolutions are understood to have 
received the most general concurrence, and the spirit of their 
contents was fully concurred in on behalf of our congregation, 
by special resolutions passed and forwarded to the vestry of 
the Great Synagogue. This general concurrence has induced 
the latter body to recommend a mixed committee, representing 
all the synagogues in the kingdom; the business of such com- 
mittee being, to devise a plan for the spiritual direction of their 
constituents, in which all interests shall be duly attended to. 

What then will be your astonishment to learn, that a report 
is current, that the Western Synagogue, St. Albans Place, has 
stultified its concurring resolutions, by evading the = veges 
of representatives to the committee alluded to; and thus our 
congregation is left without any voice in this important 
business! Now it appears to the writer of this, that the 
committee of the Western Synagogue, in assuming to decide a 

uestion of such paramount importance, has not only exceeded 
the powers entrusted to it by the laws of the congregation, 
but that the impression likely to be produced is every way 
calculated to prejudice the best interests of the Western 
Synagogue, and to place it in a position at once isolated and 
disreputable. 

A suspicion already exists, that a disposition to favor and 
sympathize with certain seceders from orthodox Judaism, has 
been permitted, undetected to influence gentlemen whose 
attachment to the holy faith of Israel in its purity, and to the 
institutions of our fathers, is otherwise unimpeachable. This 
suspicion is founded upon the fact, that the gentleman who 
dictated the recent evasive reply, acted (as an unelected mem- 
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ber of the committee of our synagogue) at his own special 
request, for the purpose of dictating that same evasion; that 

ntleman being indirectly connected with the Burton-street 
Seecmien ;—for though not qenensy recognised as one of its 
members, he is certainly a subscriber of a large amount. 

I feel too much confidence in the majority of our committee, 
to believe that they have allowed themselves to be the willing 
instruments of an influence adverse to the best interests of our 


holy religion, and contrary to the feelings of a majority of the 


members. This must be evident from the following facts; the 
most cordial unanimity has been everywhere expressed in the 
resolutions adopted by the vestry of the Great Synagogue ; and 
it is hence deducible, that as the seceders are the only body 
not invited to join in this union for “ the upholding of the Jemwish 
religion IX 1TS PURITY,” those refusing to assist in a plan, the 
necessity and benefit of which have been so generally admitted, 
will be held (and not without cause) to entertain views conso- 
nant with those entertained by the seceders; and will be thus, 
as it were, placed without the pale of orthodox Judaism. That 
such is not the wish of the committee, the writer is induced to 
hope; and that such is against the feelings of the congregation 
at large, he ventures to assert, from a knowledge that there are 
very many of its members who, like himself, are attached to 
the tenets of the everlasting Faith of Israel. Impressed with 
such convictions, and deeply interested in the result of an 
election which is calculated to produce such beneficial results, 
if unanimity be strictly observed, the writer begs to suggest 
the paramount necessity of an immediate public meeting of the 
committee and members of the Western Synagogue, St. Alban's 
Place, (they being the only body competent to answer the 
requisition,) in order that means may * taken for defeating 
‘a dedign to separate our congregation from their brethren in 
religious interests, or to destroy that bond of fraternal love 
which unites all Israel], but which is thus covertly attempted to 
be broken. 
«1 Member of the Western Synagogue, 
St. dlban’s Place. 
THE DEPOSIT.* 

When, in the year 1131, the ordinance appeared by which 
Philippe-le-bel banished all Jews from France, no time was 
allowed these unfortunate people to convert their valuables into 
money. One of those who were thus to be expatriated, fearing 
that his gold and jewels would not be safe in his possession 
during a long and perilous voyage, went to a Christian neigh- 
bour, who enjoyed the reputation of being a very honest and 
honorable man, and addressed him thus. * I have a deposit to 
confide to your keeping, give me your word to return it as it 
now is.” The merchant gave his word, and the Jew, placing 
in his hands his gold and jewels, departed for the south, where 
the laws affecting Israelites were less severe. 

Some years after, Louis-le-hutin having permitted the 
Jews again to enter France, our Israelite returned to Paris. 
His first visit was to the house of bis triend the merchant; but, 


_ what was his surprise, when he learned that the man to whom 


he had entrusted his fortune, having been ruined by unfortu- 
nate speculations, had fallen into the most abject poverty. The 
Jew, in despair, bad no doubt that his fortune had been swal- 
lowed up in the wreck of the merchant's ; determining, however, 
to load him with the reproaches he deserved, he discovered 
his address. In a wretched garret, without an article of furni- 
ture, he found his late friend shivering with cold, emaciated b 

hunger, and wrinkled by sorrow, seated on a coffer before a 
grate without a fire. At this spectacle the reproaches expired 
on the Jew’s lips; but the merchant had scarcely recognized 
his visitor ere he arose and, opening the coffer, said: ‘ Here 
is the deposit you placed in my hands.”’ ‘* What,” exclaimed 
the Jew, ‘* notwithstanding your poverty you have preserved 
it untouched?” ‘ This property was not mine,” calmly re- 
turned the old merchant. ‘* Thank God! you are returned. 
I have been so unfortunate that I have been several times on 
the point of committing suicide; I have, however, been re- 
strained by the idea that I had given you my word, and I 
feared that I should not find any one ae 


* From Les Matinécs du Samedi. 


o would receive this | 


coffer and perform my promise.” “You did well not to kill 
yourself,” replied the delighted Jew, “* your sorrows are ended ; 
half my fortune is yours.” From that day the Jew and the 
Christian lived together like brothers. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mainzer's Musieal Times is received, and shall be be noticed 
on the first opportunity. 

Our Jersey Correspondent, \n our next. 

T. S.—Not objectionable. We have not space to say where. 


Friday 3rd Feb. 3rd of Ist Adar. Sabbath at § past 4. 
Sabb. portion for the week 
Friday Sabbath at 4 past 4. 
Babe; portion for the week myyn 


Op NBD 


| Raphael adit for the Relief of the Indigent Blind of the 
Jewish Persuasion.—Established 5580—1819. The Fifteenth ANwNiversasy 
Batt will take place on Tuesday, 14th February, 1843, at the City of Lond 
Tavern, Bishopsgate-street. Tickets, including Supper, 10s. 6d. each; not trans. 
ferable, may be had of A. Solomon, Esq., President; J. Davis, Esq., Vice-Presi- 
dent; Joseph Lazarus, Esq., Treasurer; and of the Committee, by whom donations 
and sutscriptions will be thankfally received, 


EWISH DAY SCHOOL, 2, Jeffrey’s Square, St. Mary 
Axe. It having been discovered that an incomplete preparatory knowledge, 
and want of discipline, have had a tendency to retard the progress of pupils sent 


, to this establishment, Mr, Lindenthal has determined, at the suggestion of severa. 


respectable parents, to add to his establishment a PREPARATORY SCHOOL for young 
gentlemen, not under five years of age, conducted on a system likely to yield many 
aivantages. For the better accomplishment of this plan, and in consequence of th 
increase of pupils in his present establishment, he has engaged the spacious 
premises, situated at No, 4, Bury Street, St. Mary Axe, The preparatory Schoo! 
will be opened as soon as the names of twelve pupils have been given in. It w!!! 
consist of a senior and a junior class. These pupils will remain in the establishment 
six hours per day, during which time their amusements as well as their studies 
will be superintended.—Terms 6 Guineas per annum. For particulars, apply & 
Mr. Lindenthal, New Synagogue Chambers, Great St. Helens. 


4\NG LISH and GERMAN SYNAGOGUE, Kingston, 
A Jamaica.——Wanted, a single gentleman, to fill the office of one of the readers 
of this congregation; he must be fully qualified to perform all the duties of hr, 
including that of reading the VHD. A good education, Hebrew and English, ts 
indispensable, and if able to deliver religious discourses in the latter tongue, 
would be desirable. The salary will be £200 sterling, per annum, with a residence, 
medical attendance, &c. A free passage will be provided. Further particulars may 


be obtained of Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, No, 4, Castle-street, Houndsditch, 
London. 


This Day is Published, price \s. 


YHE POSITION OF THE JEWS.—A Sermon, by Henry 


Hawkes, B.A. F.L.8., addressed to the High Street Congregation of Chris- 
tians, Portsmouth, in reference to the death of the Rev. Solomon Hirschel, D. D., 


Chief Rabbi of the German and Polish Jews in the British dominions. London: 
J. Green, 122, Newgate Street. 


\ ANTED A SITUATION, either in Town or Country, 


by a young man who has had considerable experience as a Silversmit®. 
Address to A. B,, care of Mr. J. Dyte, 106, Strand. 


[ME ADVERTISER, having a thorough practical know 


ledge of a very first rate manufacturing business, but being unable to carry !t &" 
for want of means, is desirous of meeting with a person as partner, who, having * 
capital and some time unemployed, would like an advantageous invesiment fr 
them. The business is one not known or practised by any other Jew in the 
kingdom. For particulars, address to A. A. care of Mr. 8. Solomon, 1, Strand. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, 
Semepeenes: Published by B. Ste1x1, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Reyxoups, Church Row, Aldgate; of Bart®, 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 


fore. 
The late Chief Rabbi %4*y.—The paragraph, sent in by th 
solicitor to the estate, concerning the sale of the household 
effects, plate, &c. of the late Rabbi, was received after going | 
press. We are sorry that not being in the form of an adver 
tisement, it cannot be printed on a loose slip ; the more so. 
because the only public announcements which have appeared, 
are from the pen of Mr. Geo. Robins, and not framed cop. : 
sistently with the circumstances of the case. In courtesy 1 : 
others, we announce that the sale is fixed for the 15th instan 
at the auction mart,—and for the 16th and 20th, at Bury-court 
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